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SUBJECT: REPORTED GOP COMMERCIAL CARGO PREFERENCE MEASURE 

1 . DEPT HAS BEEN QUERIED BY TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 
(AFFILIATED WITH SEAFARERS INTERNATIONAL UNION) CONCERNING 
GOP PRESIDENTIAL ORDER NUMBER 37, WHICH REPORTEDLY "GIVES 
PREFERENCE ON THE CARRIAGE OF IMPORTS TO PHILIPPINE-FLAG 
VESSELS" AND REQUIRES THAT ALL PHILIPPINE IMPORTS BE BOOKED 
ON AN F.O.B. BASIS WITH ALL FREIGHT CHARGES TO BE PAID IN 
PESOS. 

2. CAN EMBASSY CONFIRM THIS REPORT AND REPORT ON DETAILS? 
SPECIFICALLY, IS ORDER NOW IN EFFECT AND, IF SO, WHAT IS 
DEGREE OF IMPLEMENTATION TO DATE AND IN OFFING FOR FUTURE? 
WHAT IS LIKELY EFFECT ON US-FLAG CARRIERS? 

3. IF TEXT IS AVAILABLE, PLEASE FORWARD COPY (IN ENGLIGH, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 120720 

IF POSSIBLE) TO DEPARTMENT (EB/TRA/MA). 

4. DEPARTMENT IS AWARE OF AND APPRECIATES PAST EMBASSY 
REPORTING OF OTHER GOP MARITIME PROMOTION MEASURES. WE 
SUSPECT PRESIDENTIAL ORDER NO. 37 MAY ACTUALLY BE OLD 
DECREE NO LONGER OPERATIVE, BUT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY 
CONFIRMATION. VANCE 
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